We read with interest the report by Zotos and colleagues describing "longitudinal myelitis" in a patient diagnosed with systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) 1 . The magnetic resonance images demonstrate "longitudinally extensive transverse myelitis" (LETM), which is defined as an inflammatory spinal cord lesion that extends contiguously over 3 or more vertebral segments 2 . This pattern is strongly suggestive of neuromyelitis optica (NMO), a central nervous system (CNS) inflammatory demyelinating disease that causes optic neuritis and myelitis, and that is associated with a highly specific serum autoantibody (NMO-IgG) that targets aquaporin-4 3,4 . The reported lesion is further suspicious for NMO because it extends into the brain stem, where, as in the reported case, it may cause neurogenic respiratory failure 2 . Finally, the patient's rapid and significant clinical improvement after corticosteroid and plasmapheresis therapy is also characteristic of NMO.
